Mask Makers
CORONAVIRUS 2020
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Sewing is a 2020
Survival Skill
I am so proud of the women who have worked together behind the scenes… Look at you! You are a
model for others to emulate.
Such trust and confidence that we could make a difference, and you have. You gave others hope, and
the freedom to cautiously move about while social
distancing at least 6’ apart.
Jo Ellen Litz

“I became a mask

maker because your
life is worth my time.
– T-shirt Design
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Our Mission:
Supporting
Frontline
Responders
Sharon Zook and Jo Ellen Litz
corresponded through Facebook
to form a team of women to sew
masks for fire, police, ambulance, nurses, doctors, caseworkers, probation officers, and so
many more.

PROTOCOL
Sharon and Jo Ellen brainstormed protocol, which included being the public face for the
group--not for the limelight, but
to protect the other women. Protection included both liability as
well as the possibility of contracting the Coronavirus. All
precautions were taken to be
safe. We wore masks, Laytex
gloves, and glasses. Signs instructed people not to get out of
their vehicles. With our arms
and the driver's arm both extended 3', we were able to social
distance too.
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82 Women Strong
1. Our mission field is the County of Lebanon with over
140,000 residents.

2. Our priority is Front Line Responders. Jo Ellen created
an instructional video followed by written instructions.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=MZ4BAxTc6dY&t=85s

At the very least, people were advised to use a scarf
across their face.

“Even if we don’t see it,
God is always working
underneath the surface, behind the scenes, orchestrating
His plans and purposes..”
– Louie Giglio
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Mask Makers
We Don’t:
Do it for the money,
Do it to get paid,
Do it for the glory.

BUT FOR THE LIFE THAT
MIGHT BE CHANGED.
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Disaster
Declaration
March 16, 2020, due to Coronavirus, Lebanon County commissioners declared a disaster.

50 NEW CASES OR LESS
IN 100,000 PEOPLE OVER
14 DAYS
The State established a red,
yellow, green threshold with
accompanying levels of restrictions. Two months later, on
May 16, 2020, Lebanon County
was in the red zone with 151
cases per 100,000 residents.
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A new “normal”
Web pages tracked the number of new cases and
deaths worldwide, across the United States, throughout Pennsylvania, and Lebanon County. We were
asked to Stay Home to Save Lives. Stores, day care
centers, beauticians and barbers, manufacturers, even
churches closed. Grocery stores and home repair businesses were allowed to stay open. Toilet paper and
sanitizing products were in short supply. Trucking
and deliveries slowed to a crawl. PPE was in short
supply for Frontline workers. That’s when Women
Working Behind the Scenes sprang into action.

“There comes a time

when good men must
wear masks.”
– Johnny Depp
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President
Judge John
Tylwalk
Following guidance from the
Supreme Court, President Judge
John Tylwalk and county commissioners addressed Department Heads before closing the
courthouse.

EMPLOYEES CONTINUED
TO DELIVER ESSENTIAL
SERVICES 24/7 AT THE
JAIL, RENOVA CENTER &
911 CALL CENTER.
To social distance, other departments rotated staff at 50% of the
normal occupancy while other
employees worked from home.
The County purchased laptop
computers and online programs
to facilitate child abuse investigations, probation checks, title
searches….
To help home owners and businesses who were on unemploy-

ment or closed, Commissioners
met electronically using zoom.
The County real estate tax discount period was extended
through June 30, 2020. The Flatrate period deadline moved
from June 30 to Oct. 31.
The Penalty period start date
moved from July 1 to Nov. 1.
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Our Department of
Emergency Services
collected PPE
Because Personal Protective Equipment was scarce,
DES Director Bob Dowd appealed to the public for
donations for Frontline workers. Joanna and Rebecca Noll assisted with a public relations campaign.
Administrator Jamie Wolgemuth provided frequent
updates.

“Within crisis are

the seeds of
opportunity.”
– Marilyn Monroe
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Frontline Responders
received Community
Mask Day Donations.
3. Once Frontline Responder requests slowed, we
held seven (7) Community Mask Days, distributing
two (2) masks per car to the public at no
charge. However, a donation jar was set
up. Pennsylvania Dutch are proud people, and don't
want to take anything for free.

“My mask protects

you, and your mask
protects me..”
– Rachel Levine
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Frontline
Responders
in charge of
Traffic
Control
Bunker Hill Fire Company
Civil Air Patrol
Lebanon Fire Company
Myerstown Fire Company
Neversink Fire Company
Palmyra Fire Company
Speedwell Fire Company

PROTOCOL
4. We invited a different Frontline Responder Organization for
traffic control at each Community Mask Day, and turned over all
donations collected at the events
to the attending Frontline Responder Organization--six (6)
fire companies, and the Civil Air
Patrol. Their fundraising was
halted by the Coronavirus.
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A simple but effective
Mask design
5. We used a design that incorporated two different
fabrics and/or colors or designs on opposite sides of
the masks, which are reversible. The different colors and fabrics help people remember which side is
toward their face, which reduces the chance of putting the side with CoVid droplets onto your lips or
nose. Also, we established a 100 Club for any woman sewing 100 or more masks. We have 24 members in this elite group. Truth be told, at least four
(4) of us have made at least 1,000 masks each.

“This is not a
Democrat or Republican issue, but a
life and death issue.”
– Jo Ellen Litz
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Protocol
5. UTILIZE 7" PIECES OF
ELASTIC ON THE SIDES
TO GO AROUND THE
EARS. STRINGS ARE HARD
TO SANITIZE, AND
ABSORB MORE
PEROXIDE. BOTH ELASTIC AND PEROXIDE WERE
HARD TO PURCHASE.
6. We use 100% cotton material,
• 1 yard of 36-43" material made
24 masks; 1 yard of 45" material
made 30 masks; and 1 yard of
60" material made 36 masks.
• 10 yards of 1/8” or ¼” elastic
made 25 masks.
• You start with 9” x 6” rectangles, right sides together.
• Different colors should be used
so that a person knows which
side is to their face if they take
off their mask to eat….
Mask collection took place at Jo
Ellen’s house for sanitizing by
spraying hydrogen peroxide on
both sides.
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First Responders
picked up bags of
masks
Nurses and Case Workers from Albright Life, the
American House, Children and Youth Caseworkers,
Juniper Village, Elmcroft, and MHIDEI were among
First Responders receiving masks.

“Life matters. For

some people, it’s the
air they breathe..”
– Unknown
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Masks to Go
7. PACKAGED IN ZIPLOCK BAGGIES TO KEEP
MASKS SANITARY.
8. Written instructions were on
bags to "Wash Daily."
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Masks helped nurses
and housekeeping at
Wellspan Hospital
These women were so grateful for the mask donations—no strings attached. The CoVid 19 Unit,
Housekeeping, Maternity, Patient Transport, Surgical

“Ihe staff on my
unit LOVE

these...comfortable
masks..”
– Jackie Arnold,

CoVid 19 Unit
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480 masks to
Wellspan
9. WE ALSO
COOPERATED WITH
WELLSPAN GSH HOSPITAL
TO HAND OUT MASKS
TO MINORITY GROUPS
ON 2 MASK DAYS IN THE
CITY.
8,000 MASKS DELIVERED
10. We distributed 8,000 homemade masks. Emphasis added:
Our masks were made in the
USA.

17

1st Community Mask
Day
April 18, 2020 the 1st Mask Day was held on
Jo Ellen’s burned out lot at 2501 Cumberland Street,
Lebanon. While prepared with 300 masks packed
two per car, we ran out of masks before the allotted
time. Cars were lined up along 25th Street as far as
the eye could see.
Frontline Responders handling traffic were from the
Speedwell Fire Company in West Lebanon.
Speedwell was also the first company to receive
masks for fire fighters.

“Life is a mask
through which the
universe expresses
itself”
– Frank Herbert
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2nd Community
Mask Day
April 25, 2020. we held a Mask Day at the Municipal
Building parking lot. Prepared with 700 masks
packaged two per car, we ran out of masks again.
Dominos donated pizza, and Christman’s Funeral
Home assisted.

“Make sure you
have your mask on
before helping others
with theirs.”
– Daniel Handler
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3rd
Community
Mask Day
Phil Tipton opened the YMCA
parking lot for a Community
Mask Day.

Frontline Responders handling
traffic included young men and
women from the Civil Air Patrol.
What a great group of young citizens. Our future is in good
hands.

“IT’S ALL ABOUT THE
KIDS.”
We were going to split donations
between the Civil Air Patrol and
YMCA to benefit our youth. Saying, “It’s all about the kids,” Phil
Tipton insisted that the entire
amount should go to the Civil Air
Patrol. How noble. Thanks, Phil.
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Thanks to the YMCA
& Civil Air Patrol
Squadron 307
Early in the pandemic, the Civil Air Patrol offered
their services. They said no job was too small.
They often direct traffic at special events, and were
a perfect fit for a Community Mask Day.
506 masks were distributed to members of the community.

“Intellectual growth
should commence at
birth and cease only
in death.”
– Albert Einstein
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4th
Community
Mask Day
The western end of the County
had their Community Mask Day
too. When asked to use her Palmyra Bowling Alley parking lot,
Amy Eiserman didn’t hesitate. A
bonus was being able to order
dinner in advance from the Sinkhole Saloon.

PALMYRA FIRE COMPANY
WAS THE FRONTLINE
ORGANIZATION PROVIDING TRAFFIC CONTROL.
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Thanks to Amy
Eiserman for use of
her Palmyra lot.
Thanks also to Kristy Mitchell and Missy Swoyer for
assisting with traffic control. Carol Saltzer brought
us some wonderful cupcakes, and a woman donated
some great material too.

“Behind the mask
beats a heart of fire.”
– Paulo Coelho
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5th
Community
Mask Day in
Myerstown
On the east end of the County,
Frieden’s Church in Myerstown
opened their parking lot for a
successful Mask Day for the east
end of Lebanon County.
Myerstown Fire Company Frontline Responders were on hand
for traffic detail.
This was the windiest and coldest day we held. At one point
early in the day, our donation jar
blew off of the chair and table,
and Jo Ellen chased a $5 donation across the street, catching
up to it in the cemetery. The
wind also beat up our signs
pretty badly.
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6th Community
Mask Day Partners
were BGs Market
and the Bunker Hill
Fire Company.
What a beautiful day bringing people masks.
164 masks went into this rural area.

“I see behind each

mask that wonder a
kindred soul.”
– Walt Whitman
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6th
Community
Mask Day
Reaching out to the northern
end of Lebanon County, to service Bethel, Fredericksburg, East
Hanover, Jonestown and Swatara municipalities, BGs Market
on the main Street east of
Jonestown opened their parking
lot for a Community Mask Day.
168 masks found new homes
with local residents.
Bunker Hill Fire Company Frontline Responders were on traffic
detail.
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7th Community
Mask Day at the
Lebanon Valley Expo
Thanks to the kindness of Pat Kerwin, Director,
152 masks were distributed to people from
Cornwall, Mt. Gretna, North Cornwall, Quentin, and
South Lebanon. The Neversink Fire Company
directed traffic.
All total, from Community Mask Days, Women

Working Behind the Scenes raised and
donated a total of $2,202.63 to Frontline
Responders .

“Masks are the
underrated “ounce of
prevention” that are
worth more than the proverbial “ pound of cure”
in our neighborhoods.”
– Sharon Zook
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1000 Masks
made and
distributed
Accepting the 1000th mask in
her bags of 175 masks, made by
Women Working Behind the
Scenes, is Sue Blouch, Executive
Director of the Rescue Mission.

OUT OF AN ABUNDANCE
OF CAUTION, ALL MASKS
ARE SANITIZED WITH
HYDROGEN PEROXIDE
ON BOTH SIDES AND
BAGGED BEFORE
DELIVERY.
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2000th Mask
delivered to the
VA Medical Center
Douglas Etter and Ted Nichols were on hand to receive the mask donations. All total, 362 masks were
donated to the VA Medical Center. We love our
military Frontline Responders. Between the VA
Hospital, Fort Indiantown Gap, National Cemetery,
and Armory, the military is Lebanon County’s
largest employer.

“It is through the
effort of community
partners...that allow us

to continue the quality
care and services to
our deserving
Veterans.” VA
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Masks from
a Soldier’s
Uniform
THANKS DOUG ETTER.
Masks were made from a retired
100% cotton uniform of Colonel
Doug Etter during the time he
served as a Major in the 28th
Division of the PA Army National
Guard. All of these emblems, the
flag, Chaplin’s cross, Major's gold
leaf, and PA Keystone of the 28th
Division of the Army National
Guard were taken from a retired
uniform of then Major Doug
Etter. Two of the masks incorporated the original pockets to use
for filters. Co-chairs of Women
Working Behind the Scenes
worked together to create 22
masks from now Colonel Etter's
retired uniform.
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Our National
Cemetery
Bill and Tina represent our National Cemetery where 23 masks
were needed for staff who care
for our departed veterans.

AN AMPHITHEATER IS
UTILIZED FOR SPECIAL
SERVICES AT THE
CEMEMTERY
Charlie and Eva Hawkins, Jo Ellen Litz's great aunt and uncle,
lived through the depression.
After the depression, they paid
their bills, then saved any extra
money that they could.
Their estate went to help build
the Veteran's Memorial. They
traveled the world while Charlie
served in the army. He loved the
uniform. The elaborate Pennsylvania Veterans' Memorial is the
largest monument in VA's National cemeteries. The combination open-air space and building
stands 107’ high and 360’ long,
evoking "the ruins of a war-torn
building centered in a land of
solemnity." Designed by Cee Jay
Associates, West Chester, Pa., the
granite, stone, and concrete
composition was dedicated
10.7.01, just after the 9.11 attacks. Thanks to all who serve
the nation and veterans of all
wars—past and future.
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FrontLine Military
Personnel are one of
our first lines of
defense against the
Coronavirus.

“Memorial Day 2020
was spent remembering
100,000 dead Americans
from Covid 19 .”
– Steven Magee
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3,000th & 4,000th
Masks went to Fort
Indiantown Gap
The Red Horse is a unit in the Air National Guard.
They are deployed. The Army also trains at FIG.
Colonel Lane Marshall was on hand to accept homemade masks made in the USA by Women Working
Behind the Scenes. Providing masks to these Frontline Responders was a real privilege. It felt patriotic, and the women seemed to respond with pride.

“It takes a great amount of
courage and sacrifice to do
what our soldiers do. Many
of these great men and women have families of their own
who they have to leave be-

hind as they go to defend
their country.”
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3,000th &
4,000th
Masks went
to FIG
Jenna Price , thanks to the USO
for facilitating distribution to
active duty military at Fort Indiantown Gap. You are simply
amazing.

SPECIAL MATERIAL AND
COLORS WERE
PURCHASED TO MEET
MILITARY CRITERIA.
Embroidered Flag stars adorn
these camouflage masks presented to Colonel Lane Marshall
during a USO visit to deliver 337
masks for our soldiers. Thanks
for your service, and for keeping
us safe .
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Special colors of
material were
purchased to meet
military criteria. The
USO assisted with
distribution.

“I wear the mask.
It does not wear
me.”
– Man in the
Iron Mask.
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5000th Mask
We set aside the 5,000th mask,
waiting for the unknown owner
to arrive. Here she is.

6000th Mask
Likewise, the 6,000th mask was
distributed to a resident of the
Palmyra area.
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7,000th Mask donated
to Secure Elections
The election was moved due to the Coronavirus. Voter
Registrar Michael Anderson requested masks for our
60 voting precincts. Everyone was asked to wear a
mask. The State provided PPE for people staffing the
polls. Women Working Behind the Scenes provided
750 masks, 10-25/precinct, for people who forgot their
mask, or didn’t have a mask. If people did not wear a
mask, they were still allowed to vote. Some poll workers resigned. We advertised for replacements.
New mail-in applications were available from VotesPA.com . 15,566 voters chose mail-in ballots. Ironically, we were mandated to purchase new voting machines for the Presidential Election.

“A mask tells us
more than a face.”
– Oscar Wilde
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A Family
Affair at the
Swoyer’s
home.
DENNIS, MISSY’S
HUSBAND, “SEWS THE
STRAIGHTS.”
Brenda Light, Missy’s mother-inlaw, taught her to sew to help
Women Working Behind the
Scenes make masks for Frontline
Workers.
Amazingly, fresh out of the gate,
Missy Swoyer became a member
of the 100 Club. In fact, she
sewed 500 masks.

38

Makayla and Carter
Swoyer
Missy’s children were so inspired by her new energy
and ability to learn to sew. They begged to help, at
first cutting the elastic. Eventually , mom caved into
their requests. Makayla is 16. Carter is 10.

“I asked my mother
-in-law to teach me to
sew. I’ve made
500 masks..”
– Missy Swoyer
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In the 100
Club are 24
Seamstresses
Any woman who sewed at least
100 masks received special
recognition as a member of the
100 Club.
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Sandy Basselgia



Bonnie Beers



Gail Dundore Daub



Elaine Eckert



Michelle Hummer



Beth Kapp



Louise Kipp



Brenda Light



Jo Ellen Litz



Kristy Mitchell



Beverly Munz



Sonya Myer



Maria Pachecho



Minerva Ruiz



Penny Samuelson



Judy Schnoke



Ann Simone



Miriam Stoltzfus



Lavina Stoltzfus



Missy Swoyer



Deb Weaver



Janet Weller



Sharon Zook



Vera Zook

Further distinguishing themselves, 4
women are members
of our Gold Club,
sewing1000+ masks.
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More Women
Working Behind the
Scenes.

“As the Bible states,
each body part is important—the head, arms,
hands, legs, and feet.
So each member is

important to our success.
” – Jo Ellen Litz
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So many
people to
thank.
Seamstresses like Bev Munz and
Deb Weaver made the final
product, but there were other
women like Deb Tice cutting
elastic & Georgie Wilson cutting
material. It was a team effort.
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Women Working
Behind the Scenes

“In 2020, someone
ate Bat soup, and
the whole world
fought for toilet
paper.”
– APaul B/Barbs
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Psalm 90:12
Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of
wisdom.

DE PHILOSOPHER DJ
KYOS
“Practice your freedom by
choosing to be safe.”
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A Place for Everyone
Not everyone sews. Some people cut or donated
material. Other women cut or donated elastic.
Some ladies crocheted chains of 22-24 stitches. Still
others delivered or picked up crochet strings when
our elastic ran low. Any time something was needed, a call went out on our Facebook chat, and someone, many times several women, came through.
Such was the case with ziplock bags to package
masks for Community Mask Days, and the same
thing happened with the larger ziplocks to package
25 masks for Frontline Responders.

46

Two Special
Ladies,
Margie Groy
Margie Groy was on the road
taking pictures at most of our
events. Many of the pictures in
this book are her work. Thank
you, Margie, for capturing our
work in pictures.

MARILYN HOLLIS
Marilyn also did a lot of road
work, or “running” as we like to
call it. She found 140 yard
spools of elastic in Lancaster.
When FedEx and other delivery
services weren’t bringing our
online purchases, and local
stores were out of elastic, it was
Marilyn who came through to
keep us sewing.
Bless you, Marilyn.
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Masks for
Frontline Responders
8 to South Lebanon Fire Police Jim Sak
24 to Mountville UMC Pastor Robert Howard
15 to Union Water Works Fire Company

“Frontline love.
It is our hope for

breaking down barriers and restoring a
sense of community.”
– ACharles Colson
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Masks for
Frontline
Responders
17 to Ebenezer Fire Company,
Lee Spencer
20 to Friendship Fire Company
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Masks for
Frontline Responders
20 to Lebanon County Christian Ministries, Nicole
Kreitzer
20 to Rural Security Fire Company with Shawn
Hoyer
20 to Bunker Hill Fire Company

“No leader has all
the answers...The
solutions to meet the

challenges have to be
made by the people
closet to the action..”
– Steve Milller
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Masks forFrontline
Responders
20 to Quentin Volunteer Fire
Company, Alyssa Singer
20 to Window Specialist,
essential business,
Jenny Brossman
170 to Headstart IU 13
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Masks for
Frontline
Responders
25 to Annville Union Hose
25 each to Prescott and Hebron-Avon Fire
Companies
25 to Neversink Fire Company, Jason DeHart

“I see first
responders as unsung
heroes…. When

everyone else is running away from danger, they run into it.
–Dwayne Johnson
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Masks for
Frontline
Responders
26 to Cornwall Fire Company
28 to Fredericksburg Fire
Company, Richard Rabuck
30 to Bellgrove Fire Company
38 to Search Unit 66
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Masks for
Frontline Responders
66 to Schaefferstown Fire Company
85 to Kreider Commons, Annville with Rita Vranesic
and Laura Zeppos
100 to Community Homes of Lebanon Valley

“We must provide
First Responders
on the frontlines with
the tools they need to
do their difficult jobs.

.” – Ed Markey
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Masks for
Frontline
Responders
110 to Cedar Haven
100 to Stoneridge Retirement
Village with Zachary Miller
120 to Cornwall Manor
450 to First Aid and Safety Patrol, Rob Hancock
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One week after our
1st Community Mask
Day, a mask sale operation set up on my
lot on Route 422
without permission.

“Why buy masks
made in China when
you can have a mask
made in the United
State of America?
– Jo Ellen Litz
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Many
Thanks to
Women
Working
Behind the
Scenes
From: Kreider Commons,
Lutheran Cooperative,
MHIDEI, Holly Leahy, &
Beth Kapp
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When a TV
crew shows
up at your
door...
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Congratulations received from
US Senator Bob Casey
As the Bible says, don’t hide your light under a bushel. Women Working Behind the Scenes
gave every citizen security and peace with your masks. You didn’t just do good work, you did
God’s work. During a time of uncertainty and fear, you helped people who you may never
know or meet.
While I hear your pride and achievement, I believe that the Nation needs to step up and produce personal protective equipment for Frontline Responders and citizens. We need a new
industry, and we need to stockpile N95 masks. We have a failure that we cannot allow to
persist. We need to mobilize like they did for WWI and WWII to make war materials, masks.
Some masks are getting through to the Frontline, but we’re not there yet. We need to use
the Defense Protection Act.
We’re fortunate citizens like you stepped into the breach. Thank you
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